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RECOMMENDED BARLEY VARIETIES, 1966
By J. L. McMULLAN, B.Sc. (Hons.), Plant Breeder

THE varieties Prior and Beecher are recommended for 1966 by the Coarse Grains Advisory Committee and the Department of Agriculture.
The areas suitable for these varieties when planted for various purposes, are given
in the map and table.
Barley as a Grain Crop

Beecher Barley for Grazing

As Prior is an early-midseason maturing
barley it should be grown in districts that
normally enjoy good finishing conditions. There it will produce large starchy
grains which are most suitable for malting. For this reason, general planting
should be confined to the midseason zone.
Beecher, being an early maturing 6-row
barley, may be sown generally throughout
the early and midseason zones. If sown
in the late zone, both Prior and Beecher
should be planted late to avoid the risk
of spring frost damage and to minimise
staining.
At present no barley variety suitable for
general planting in the late zone can be
recommended. Proctor has yielded very
well in trials at Mt. Barker and is grown
by many farmers in that district, but the
extent of the area in which it would be
suitable is not known.

The barley variety Beecher is recommended for planting for early green grazing in the early and midseason zones.
Here it should prove superior to all oat
varieties not only in early growth but in
recovery for grain yield.
Barleys particularly suitable for the
late zone are not yet available but Beecher
may be used for grazing, when it will
produce as much as Avon, and Pulmark
oats but many recover to yield more grain.
Prior barley should not be used for
grazing as this will adversely affect the
malting quality of the grain.

Use of Nitrogen Fertiliser

Since barley is often planted on light
soils, which may be low in fertility, nitrogen fertilisers can be used to raise yields.
If the fertiliser is applied at or soon after
seeding, yields may be increased without
adversely affecting the malting quality of
the grain. The rates of nitrogen recommended vary with the soil and district—
low rates may be profitable in low rainfall
areas or on soils that have carried good
leguminous pastures, while higher rates
may be satisfactorily used in higher rainfall areas or on soils of lower fertility.

DESCRIPTION OF VARIETIES
PRIOR

Early midseason maturing 2-row barley
whose grain is generally suitable for maltting. It is medium to fine strawed, of
medium height, but very subject to the
heads breaking off in windy conditions.
Tolerant of barley yellow dwarf virus
disease. This variety originated in South
Australia and is thought to be a strain
of English Archer.
BEECHER

Early maturing 6-row barley which has
white grain. It has straw of medium
height and thickness and loses few heads
in windy conditions. Susceptible to barley
yellow dwarf virus disease. This variety
was bred in the U.S.A. from the cross
Atlas x Vaughn.
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\T T H I R S T . . . THINKING BIG WITH WATER

Rivers
of Gold!
• The River Murray is truly
Australia's "Old Man River"
• Its history, a romantic epic of
progress • A story of paddle
steamers, spectacular irrigation
projects and wealth won from
arid soils.
For 80 long, colourful years and
more, the Murray, together with
its tributaries, has contributed
substantially to the welfare and
progress of the Australian
community.
Before the turn of the century,
its river steamers provided

transport and communication
for the outback of three States,
trading stores over 4,000 miles
of waterways and transporting
wool and fruit to railhead and
market, it fathered and saw the
start of spectacular irrigated
agriculture in Australia.
Today, the Murray-Darling river
system, the largest in Australia,
provides life-giving water to just
on 2 million acres of land
annually or 78% of all land
irrigated each year in Australia.
It boasts prosperous communi-

ties like Shepparton, Griffith,
Leeton, Mildura and Renmark.
Production, from this fabulous
food-bowl, including dairying
products, fat lambs, fruit and
vegetables, is worth around
£110 million at market. Food
from these irrigated areas is a
vital supply line for the big
cities m the southeastern
States, amply demonstrating our
growing dependence on irrigation for an expanding population.
The advent of the mighty
"Snowy" scheme has provided
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THE CASE FOR THE SOUTHERN IRRIGATION AREAS WITH THEIR BOUNTY OF WEALTH
a further boost to this valuable
national asset.
To around 2 million acres now
under irrigation in south-eastern
Australia, another VS million
acres will be added by current
pro'eots. The ultimate acreage
is estimated to reach 3 million.
These figures become significant against the fact that only
2V2 million acres of land are
under irrigation annually in the
whole of Australia.
Mr. E. R. Hoare, of the C.S.I.R.O.
Irrigation Research Laboratories

at Griffith, N.S.W., says that the
next 20 years will see the biggest irrigation development in
southern areas that has so far
taken place in a similar period
of time.
Every new extension programme
for either irrigation or town
water supply calls for highly
specialised technical experience
backed by an intimate historical
knowledge of water development.
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